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It's hard to think of a single aspect of American culture, past or present, in which religion has not played a
major role. The roles religion plays, moreover, become more bewilderingly complex and diverse every day.
For all those who want--whether out of curiosity, necessity, or civic duty--a vivid picture and fuller
understanding of the current reality of religion in America, this Very Short Introduction is the go-to book
they need.

Timothy Beal describes many aspects of religion in contemporary America that are typically ignored in other
books on the subject, including religion in popular culture and counter-cultural groups; the growing
phenomenon of "hybrid" religious identities, both individual and collective; the expanding numbers of new
religious movements, or NRMs, in America; and interesting examples of "outsider religion," such as
Paradise Gardens in Georgia and the People Love People House of God in Ohio. He also offers an engaging
overview of the history of religion in America, from Native American traditions to the present day. Beal sees
three major forces shaping the present and future of religion in America: first, unprecedented religious
diversity, which will continue to grow in the decades to come; second, the information revolution and the
emergence of a new network society; and third, the rise of consumer culture. Taken together, these forces
offer the potential to create a new American pluralism that would enrich society in unimaginable ways, but
they also threaten the great ideal of e pluribus unum.

With visual aids that help readers navigate America's diverse religious landscape, this informative,
thoughtful, and provocative book is a must-read in the emerging public conversation concerning religion in
America.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Tyron Lenahan:

Religion in America: A Very Short Introduction can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Religion in
America: A Very Short Introduction but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gregory Sowers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Religion in America: A Very Short Introduction why because
the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Joseph Lafond:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Religion in America: A Very Short
Introduction is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Irma Lovern:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Religion in America: A
Very Short Introduction which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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