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I first read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita on a balcony of the Hotel Metropole in Saigon on
three summer evenings in 1971. The tropical air was heavy and full of the smells of cordite and motorcycle
exhaust and rotting fish and wood-fire stoves, and the horizon flared ambiguously, perhaps from heat
lightning, perhaps from bombs. Later each night, as was my custom, I would wander out into the steamy
back alleys of the city, where no one ever seemed to sleep, and crouch in doorways with the people and
listen to the stories of their culture and their ancestors and their ongoing lives. Bulgakov taught me to hear
something in those stories that I had not yet clearly heard. One could call it, in terms that would soon
thereafter gain wide currency, "magical realism". The deadpan mix of the fantastic and the realistic was at
the heart of the Vietnamese mythos. It is at the heart of the present zeitgeist. And it was not invented by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as wonderful as his One Hundred Years of Solitude is. Garcia Marquez's landmark
work of magical realism was predated by nearly three decades by Bulgakov's brilliant masterpiece of a
novel. That summer in Saigon a vodka-swilling, talking black cat, a coven of beautiful naked witches,
Pontius Pilate, and a whole cast of benighted writers of Stalinist Moscow and Satan himself all took up
permanent residence in my creative unconscious. Their presence, perhaps more than anything else from the
realm of literature, has helped shape the work I am most proud of. I'm often asked for a list of favorite
authors. Here is my advice. Read Bulgakov. Look around you at the new century. He will show you things
you need to see.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Master and Margarita book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Frances Oberlin:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Master and Margarita book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The
Master and Margarita content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking
The Master and Margarita is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Carla Heyward:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is The Master and Margarita. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Thomas White:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Master and Margarita can make you really feel more interested to read.
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