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A century ago Oxford University Press published the first anthology of Canadian poetry-a beautiful blue
edition with gilt edges. "There are selections of verse in this volume which now appear for the first time in
the pages of any Canadian anthology," proudly writes volume editor and poet Wilfred Campbell in his
preface. While he argues that "the so-called Canadian spirit is the voice of the Vaster Britain," his original
selection submitted to the publisher was considered too traditional and British, poorly representing
contemporary writers. The selection was revised, and a host of younger poets were included-poets now
associated with early attempts to forge a uniquely Canadian voice.

Perhaps hoping he could sell his poetry to Empire readers, many of Campbell's poems reflect the British
literary tradition of dark, cold, and dangerous landscapes. Cold is a recurring metaphor for emptiness and
dislocation in this early immigrant poetry, as in C.D. Shanly's "The Walker of the Snow," Charles
Heavesege's "Winter Night," and Mrs. R.A. Faulkner's "Frost on the Window." There is a less-than-subtle
connection between cold and death, as in Rev. R.J. McGeorge's "The Emigrant's Funeral," J.R. Ramsay's
"November. A Dirge," Evan M'Coll's "The Highland Emigrant's Last Farewell," and John J. Proctor's
"Dead." Other poems likely chosen to draw the curiosity of British readers include historical topics (Charles
Mair's "Tecumseh," Charles Sangster's "Brock," and Thomas D'Arcy McGee's "Jacques Cartier") and
Aboriginal themes ("The Indian's Grave," "Indian Summer," and "The Red Men").

Midway through the collection enter the younger, contemporary voices of now-famous poets, many whom
were published here for the first time. Bliss Carman, Charles G.D. Roberts, Duncan Campbell Scott, and
Archibald Lampman-known as the Confederation Poets-explore a range of themes, from war to women to
the Canadian landscapes. The later poetry includes E. Pauline Johnson, a Mohawk writer and performer
otherwise known as Tekahionwake, among other women poets.

This anniversary edition provides insight into how early Canada looked and felt to newcomers, evolving
attitudes about Canadian identity, and the early canonization of the nation's literature. The Wynford edition
is introduced by Len Early, associate professor of English at York University.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for us. The book The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford
Books) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) is
not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Oxford Book
of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Michael Watkins:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Stacy Brooks:

This The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Oxford Book of
Canadian Verse (Wynford Books) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life along with knowledge.

William McCown:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top list
in your reading list is definitely The Oxford Book of Canadian Verse (Wynford Books). This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up



and review this book you can get many advantages.
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