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In early 1860, pundits across America confidently predicted the election of Illinois senator Stephen A.
Douglas in the coming presidential race. Douglas, after all, led the only party that bridged North and South.
But the Democrats would split over the issue ofslavery, leading Southerners in the party to run their own
presidential slate. This opened the door for the upstart Republicans, exclusively Northern, to steal the Oval
Office. Dark horse Abraham Lincoln, not the first choice even of his own party, won the presidency with a
record-low 39.8 percent of the popular vote.

Acclaimed scholar Douglas R. Egerton chronicles the contest with a historian's keen insight and a veteran
political reporter's eye for detail. Vividly, Egerton re-creates the cascade of unforeseen events that
confounded political bosses, set North and South on the road to disunion, and put not Stephen Douglas, but
his greatest rival, in the White House.

We see Lincoln and his team outmaneuvering more prominent Republicans, like New York's grandiose
William Seward, while Democratic conventions collapse in confusion. And we see the gifted, flawed
Douglas marking his finest hour in defeat, as he strives, and fails, to save the Union. Year of Meteors
delivers a teeming cast of characters, minor and major, and a breakneck narrative of this most momentous
year in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Rogers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas,
Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on the Civil War. All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Catherine Riddle:

This book untitled Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on
the Civil War to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this publication from your list.

Thomas Mitchell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on
the Civil War will give you new experience in examining a book.

Delois Dionisio:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Year of Meteors:
Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on the Civil War.
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