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We all know we're not supposed to judge books by their covers, but the truth is that we do just that nearly
every time we walk into a bookstore or pull a book off a tightly packed shelf. It's really not something we
should be ashamed about, for it reinforces something we sincerely believe: design matters. At its best, book
cover design is an art that transcends the publisher's commercial imperativesto reflect both an author's ideas
and contemporary cultural values in a vital, intelligent, and beautiful way.

In this groundbreaking and lavishly illustrated history, authors Ned Drew and Paul Sternberger establish
American book cover design as a tradition of sophisticated, visual excellence that has put shape to our
literary landscape.

By Its Cover traces the story of the American book cover from its inception as a means of utilitarian
protection for the book to its current status as an elaborately produced form of communication art. It is, at
once, the intertwined story of American graphic design and American literature, and features the work of
such legendary figures as Rockwell Kent, E. McKnight Kauffer, Paul Rand, Alvin Lustig, Rudy deHarak,
and Roy Kuhlman along with more recent and contemporary innovators including Push Pin Studios,
Chermayeff & Geismar, Karen Goldberg, Chip Kidd, and John Gall.
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From reader reviews:

David Briggs:

The book By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover Design give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover Design being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover
Design. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Kimberly Smith:

The event that you get from By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover Design is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover Design giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this By Its Cover: Modern American
Book Cover Design instantly.

Barbara Davis:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. By Its Cover: Modern American Book Cover Design can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Allen Grimm:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This By Its Cover: Modern American
Book Cover Design can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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