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European intellectuals of the 1950s dismissed American culture as nothing more than cowboy movies and
the A-bomb. In response, American cultural diplomats tried to show that the United States had something to
offer beyond military might and commercial exploitation. Through literary magazines, traveling art exhibits,
touring musical shows, radio programs, book translations, and conferences, they deployed the revolutionary
aesthetics of modernism to prove?particularly to the leftists whose Cold War loyalties they hoped to
secure?that American art and literature were aesthetically rich and culturally significant.

Yet by repurposing modernism, American diplomats and cultural authorities turned the avant-garde into the
establishment. They remade the once revolutionary movement into a content-free collection of artistic
techniques and styles suitable for middlebrow consumption. Cold War Modernists documents how the CIA,
the State Department, and private cultural diplomats transformed modernist art and literature into pro-
Western propaganda during the first decade of the Cold War. Drawing on interviews, previously unknown
archival materials, and the stories of such figures and institutions as William Faulkner, Stephen Spender,
Irving Kristol, James Laughlin, and Voice of America, Barnhisel reveals how the U.S. government
reconfigured modernism as a trans-Atlantic movement, a joint endeavor between American and European
artists, with profound implications for the art that followed and for the character of American identity.
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From reader reviews:

William Kirby:

The knowledge that you get from Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Cold War Modernists: Art,
Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this particular Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural
Diplomacy instantly.

Linda Howard:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and
American Cultural Diplomacy can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Cold War
Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy.

Kirk Thomas:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American
Cultural Diplomacy was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Cold War Modernists: Art, Literature, and American Cultural Diplomacy has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel



happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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