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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing for thirty years, this well-
illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed places for the homeless and a review of innovative and
successful building designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis argues
for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that symbolically reintegrate the homeless into
society in buildings that offer beauty, security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the homeless, the social costs of
homelessness, and organizational and design issues. He examines problems of community fit and site
planning, building design and orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and
optimize expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions: What is possible and desirable
when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces
should be included? How should it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more
like a dormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction, and architectural
delight?

Designing for the Homeless recounts how various communities have addressed the problem of housing the
homeless, beginning with one of the most ambitious plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego,
which opened in 1987. Davis vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all expressed clearly and
convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable resource for architects, public policy analysts,
and anyone concerned about housing the homeless.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

The book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Designing for the
Homeless: Architecture That Works? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Francisca Varney:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Designing for the Homeless:
Architecture That Works book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Christina Webb:

The publication untitled Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kimberly Silvestre:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Designing for the Homeless:
Architecture That Works.
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