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Well before the Jamestown settlers first sighted the Chesapeake Bay or the Mayflower reached the coast of
Massachusetts, the first English colony in America was established on Roanoke Island. David Stick tells the
story of that fascinating period in North Carolina's past, from the first expedition sent out by Sir Walter
Raleigh in 1584 to the mysterious disappearance of what has become known as the lost colony.

Included in the colorful cast of characters are the renowned Elizabethans Sir Francis Drake and Sir Richard
Grenville; the Indian Manteo, who received the first Protestant baptism in the New World; and Virginia
Dare, the first child born of English parents in America. Roanoke Island narrates the daily affairs as well as
the perils that the colonists experienced, including their relationships with the Roanoacs, Croatoans, and the
other Indian tribes. Stick shows that the Indians living in northeastern North Carolina -- so often described
by the colonists as savages -- had actually developed very well organized social patterns.

The fate of the colonists left on Roanoke Island by John White in 1587 is a mystery that continues to haunt
historians. A relief ship sent in 1590 found that the settlers had vanished. Stick makes available all of the
evidence on which historians over the centuries have based their conjectures. Methodically reconstructing
the facts -- and exposing the hoaxes -- he invites readers to draw their own conclusions concerning what
happened.

Exploring the significance of that first English settlement in the New World, Stick concludes that speculation
over the fate of the lost colony has overshadowed the more important fact that the Roanoke Island
colonization effort helped prepare for the successful settlement of Jamestown two decades later. "Had it been
otherwise," he contends, " those of us living here today might well be speaking Spanish instead of English."

The four hundredth anniversary of the exploration and settlement of what came to be called North Carolina
occurred in 1984. For that occasion, America's Four Hundredth Anniversary Committee commissioned this
factual and readable history.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

The feeling that you get from Roanoke Island: The Beginnings of English America is a more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Roanoke Island: The Beginnings of English America giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Roanoke Island: The Beginnings
of English America instantly.

Martin Elkins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Roanoke Island: The Beginnings of English America
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Roanoke Island: The Beginnings of English
America.

Gregory Richards:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Roanoke Island: The Beginnings of English America was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Cathy Kerby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Roanoke
Island: The Beginnings of English America.
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