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In a fresh and timely reinterpretation, Nelson Lichtenstein examines how trade unionism has waxed and
waned in the nation's political and moral imagination, among both devoted partisans and intransigent foes.
From the steel foundry to the burger-grill, from Woodrow Wilson to John Sweeney, from Homestead to
Pittston, Lichtenstein weaves together a compelling matrix of ideas, stories, strikes, laws, and people in a
streamlined narrative of work and labor in the twentieth century.

The "labor question" became a burning issue during the Progressive Era because its solution seemed
essential to the survival of American democracy itself. Beginning there, Lichtenstein takes us all the way to
the organizing fever of contemporary Los Angeles, where the labor movement stands at the center of the
effort to transform millions of new immigrants into alert citizen unionists. He offers an expansive survey of
labor's upsurge during the 1930s, when the New Deal put a white, male version of industrial democracy at
the heart of U.S. political culture. He debunks the myth of a postwar "management-labor accord" by showing
that there was (at most) a limited, unstable truce.

Lichtenstein argues that the ideas that had once sustained solidarity and citizenship in the world of work
underwent a radical transformation when the rights-centered social movements of the 1960s and 1970s
captured the nation's moral imagination. The labor movement was therefore tragically unprepared for the
years of Reagan and Clinton: although technological change and a new era of global economics battered the
unions, their real failure was one of ideas and political will. Throughout, Lichtenstein argues that labor's
most important function, in theory if not always in practice, has been the vitalization of a democratic ethos,
at work and in the larger society. To the extent that the unions fuse their purpose with that impulse, they can
once again become central to the fate of the republic. State of the Union is an incisive history that tells the
story of one of America's defining aspirations.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Karen Lawless:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving State of the Union: A Century of American
Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kim Phillips:

The e-book with title State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Vincent Espinoza:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to make your spare time considerably



more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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