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William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James
County, Virginia, and an enslaved servant of Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at
least ten different masters in Virginia, Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house
servant, valet, field worker, stable boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, a fact that enabled him
to pass as white on various occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his
fellow slaves, and Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became
combative or despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New York and
became an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After eventually
finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master discovered his location
and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes wrote the Life of William
Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of his lost funds. He published a second edition of
his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes and tempering some of his earlier bitterness.
Grimes died in August 1865. The Life of William Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by
a fugitive American slave, and its publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimes is an important
early text in the slave narrative genre, and it provides a raw and engaging first-hand account of the institution
of slavery, unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Franks:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Life of William
Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himselfis the
one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Lisa Langlais:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself will give you a new experience in looking
at a book.

Eddie Patten:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Desiree Grajeda:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Life of William Grimes, the
Runaway Slave. Written by Himself or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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