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From 1989 through 2002 there was an unprecedented surge in American sitcoms featuring explicitly Jewish

lead characters, thirty-two compared to seven in the previous forty years.  Several of these—Mad About You,

The Nanny, and Friends—were among the most popular and influential of all shows over this period; one

program—Seinfeld—has been singled out as the “defining” series of the nineties.  In addition, scriptwriters

have increasingly created “Jewish” characters, although they may not be perceived to be by the show’s

audience, Rachel Green on Friends being only one example.

In Something Ain’t Kosher Here, Vincent Brook asks two key questions: Why has this trend appeared at this
particular historical moment and what is the significance of this phenomenon for Jews and non-Jews alike? 
He takes readers through three key phases of the Jewish sitcom trend: The early years of television before
and after the first Jewish sitcom, The Goldbergs’, appeared; the second phase in which America found itself
“Under the Sign of Seinfeld”; and the current era of what Brook calls “Post- Jewishness.”

Interviews with key writers, producers, and “showrunners” such as David Kohan, (Will and Grace), Marta
Kauffman (Friends and Dream On), Bill Prady (Dharma and Greg), Peter Mehlman and Carol Leifer
(Seinfeld), and close readings of individual episodes and series provoke the inescapable conclusion that we
have entered uncharted “post-Jewish” territory.  Brook reveals that the acceptance of Jews in mainstream
white America at the very time when identity politics have put a premium on celebrating difference
reinforces and threatens the historically unique insider/outsider status of Jews in American society. This
paradox upsets a delicate balance that has been a defining component of American Jewish identity.

The rise of the Jewish sitcom represents a broader struggle in which American Jews and the TV industry, if
not American society as a whole, are increasingly operating at cross-purposes—  torn between the desire to
celebrate unique ethnic identities, yet to assimilate: to assert independence, yet also to build a consensus to
appeal to the widest possible audience.   No reader of this book will ever be able to watch these television
programs in quite the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Something Ain't
Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom to read.

Muriel Carpenter:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Something Ain't Kosher Here:
The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

David Dozier:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Something Ain't
Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish'
Sitcomis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world within this book.

Myra Hackett:

You can find this Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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