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The future is not what it used to be because we can no longer rely on the comforting assumption that it will
resemble the past. Past abundance of fuel, for example, does not imply unending abundance. Infinite growth
on a finite planet is not possible.

In this book, Jörg Friedrichs argues that industrial society itself is transitory, and he examines the prospects
for our civilization's coming to terms with its two most imminent choke points: climate change and energy
scarcity. He offers a thorough and accessible account of these two challenges as well as the linkages between
them.

Friedrichs contends that industrial civilization cannot outlast our ability to burn fossil fuels and that the
demise of industrial society would entail cataclysmic change, including population decreases. To understand
the social and political implications, he examines historical cases of climate stress and energy scarcity:
devastating droughts in the ancient Near East; the Little Ice Age in the medieval Far North; the Japanese
struggle to prevent "fuel starvation" from 1918 to 1945; the "totalitarian retrenchment" of the North Korean
governing class after the end of Soviet oil deliveries; and Cuba's socioeconomic adaptation to fuel scarcity in
the 1990s. He draws important lessons about the likely effects of climate and energy disruptions on different
kinds of societies.

The warnings of climate scientists are met by denial and inaction, while energy experts offer little guidance
on the effects of future scarcity. Friedrichs suggests that to confront our predicament we must affirm our core
values and take action to transform our way of life. Whether we are private citizens or public officials,
complacency is not an option: climate change and energy scarcity are emerging facts of life.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Berry:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change
and Energy Scarcity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important some sort of book The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy
Scarcity. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Maureen Bonds:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity.

Tracy Zapata:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Future Is Not What It Used to
Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change
and Energy Scarcity become your own starter.

Terry Hollis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity
was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you



can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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