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The title of this monograph, while intended to intrigue and attract the otherwise unresponsive reader, is not
whimsically conceived. Of course, the historical figure of mathematical fame known as Pythagoras, born on
the island of Samos in the 6th century B.C., was Greek, not Chinese. But there is another "Pythagoras"
equally deserving fame. He is the man who first proved the proposition that "the sum of the squares of the
legs of a right triangle is equal to the square of the hypotenuse." For hundreds of years this theorem has
borne the name of Pythagoras of Samos, but was he really the first person to demonstrate the universal
validity of this theorem? The issue is controversial. Seldom are mathematical discoveries the product of a
single individual's genius. Often centuries and thousands of miles separate the appearance and the isolated
reappearance of the same mathematical or scientific theory.

It is now acknowledged that the "Pascal Triangle" method of determining the coefficients of a binomial
expansion was known in Sung China 300 years before Pascal was born, and that the root extraction
algorithm credited to the 19th-century British mathematician W. G. Homer was employed by Han
mathematicians of the 3rd century A.D. If, then, these mathematical processes are to bear the names of the
persons who devised them, surely "Pascal" and "Homer" were Chinese. So too might such an argument be
posed for the Pythagorean Theorem on the basis of evidence contained in ancient Chinese mathematics texts.
It is the purpose of this monograph to present and examine this evidence.

This is a joint publication of the Penn State Press and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Was Pythagoras Chinese?: An
Examination of Right Triangle Theory in Ancient China book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Phyllis Richards:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Was Pythagoras Chinese?: An Examination of Right Triangle Theory in Ancient China.

Martin Thomas:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Was
Pythagoras Chinese?: An Examination of Right Triangle Theory in Ancient China your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Was Pythagoras Chinese?: An Examination of
Right Triangle Theory in Ancient China giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Contessa Watkins:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Was Pythagoras Chinese?: An Examination
of Right Triangle Theory in Ancient China to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Was Pythagoras Chinese?: An Examination of Right
Triangle Theory in Ancient China can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse



using what must you're doing of their time.
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