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The impact of the Great Depression on politics in the 1930s was both transformative and shocking. The role
of government in America was forever transformed, and across Europe socialist, communist, and fascist
parties saw their support skyrocket. Most famously, the National Socialists seized power in Germany in
1933, setting off a chain of events that led to the greatest conflagration in world history. The recent Great
Recession has not been as severe as the Great Recession, but it has been severe enough, producing a half
decade of negative and/or slow growth across the advanced industrial world. Yet the response by voters has
been extraordinarily muted considering the circumstances. Why is this?

In Mass Politics in Tough Times, the eminent political scientists Larry Bartels and Nancy Bermeo have
gathered a group of leading scholars to analyze the political responses to the Great Recession in the US,
Western Europe, and East-Central Europe. In contrast to works that focus on policy responses to the
Recession, they examine how ordinary voters have responded. In almost every country, most voters have not
shifted their allegiance to either far left or far right parties. Instead, they've continued to act as they have in
more normal times: vote based on their own personal circumstances and punish the incumbents who were on
watch when the bad turn occurred regardless of whether they were center-left or center-right. In some
countries, electoral trends that existed before the Recession have continued. The US, for instance, saw no
real increase in popular support for an expanded welfare state. In fact, the anti-regulatory right, which gained
strength before the Recession occurred, experienced a series of victories in Wisconsin after 2008.
Interestingly, states that had strong welfare systems have seen the least political realignment. As the
contributors show, ordinary voters tend to vote based on their own experiences, and those in expansive
welfare states have been buffered from the harshest effects of the Recession. That said, states with weaker
welfare systems--e.g., Greece--have seen significant political turmoil. Moreover, there have been a small
number of cases of popular radicalization, and the contributors have been able to isolate the cause: when
voters can establish a clear and direct connection between the actions of political elites and economic
hardship, they will throw their support to protest parties on the right and left. Ultimately, though, the picture
is one of relatively stoic acceptance of the downturn by the majority of publics. Featuring an impressive
range of cases, this will stand as the most comprehensive scholarly account of the Great Recession's impact
on political behavior in advanced economies.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions,
Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Linda Mays:

Typically the book Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions, Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Mass
Politics in Tough Times: Opinions, Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ryan Young:

Beside that Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions, Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions, Votes,
and Protest in the Great Recession because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Thomas Smith:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions,
Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Mass Politics in Tough Times: Opinions, Votes, and Protest in the Great Recession has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that will.
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