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While most scholars work within the safe, sturdy confines of conventional academics, Paul Shepard moved
beyond convention, out under the open sky where he was free to turn and peer in every direction. Blending,
sifting, and culling massive mounds of scientific, historical, and deductive data-drawn from biology,
ecology, ethology, anthropology, archaeology, psychology, sociology, philosophy, and even art-he searched
for shards of truth, then fit those pieces together to give logical and meaningful shape to our world. His
interdisciplinary approach brought together diverse fields of research, embodying in a sense Edward O.
Wilson's recently proposed idea of "consilience"-the unity of knowledge needed in the fragmented world of
academic specialization.

Throughout the vast body of Shepard's literary legacy, certain themes appear repeatedly: the aesthetics and
perception of landscape and nature; animals and their pervasive influence on our humanity; ontogeny, the
development of the individual in complicity with nature and with culture; and "place" as the grounding of
our being. Encounters with Nature brings together twenty-one essays written over a span of four decades that
explore those themes and chronicle an interlocking progression of knowledge and insight that certifies Paul
Shepard as one of the most brilliant thinkers of our time.

The essays were selected and edited by Florence Shepard, who also provides a preface and substantial notes
that introduce each section; her contributions offer illuminating biographical information that places the
essays within the context of Shepard's life. In addition, the book features an introductory essay by writer
David Petersen that discusses the meaning and importance of Shepard's guiding ideas.

Encounters with Nature gives the reader a deeper understanding of Paul Shepard's thought, bringing his
intellectual development into closer focus and providing a valuable overview of his life and vision. The book
will bring a greater appreciation of the prescience and timelessness of Shepard's writings to his many
followers and friends, and can also serve to introduce new readers to the remarkable breadth and depth of his
work and insight.
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From reader reviews:

Jewel Tarr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard. Try to face the
book Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Anthony Moss:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Encounters with
Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joseph Robison:

The e-book with title Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard includes a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Deanna Thompson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Encounters with Nature: Essays By Paul Shepard when you necessary it?
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