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Many have never heard of Governor Henry Horner of Illinois, yet his story is remarkable. Governor Henry
Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression focuses on Horner’s career in law and politics from
1915 to 1940, while examining the economic and political dynamics of Illinois during the darkest period in
American history. This principled governor managed to maintain his political integrity in a climate where
honesty was a liability, says author Charles J. Masters, but the few historians who include Horner in their
narratives offer contradictory and dismissive characterizations of him. Masters corrects the public record and
reintroduces Horner to political lore as a man who brazenly fought both the Chicago Democratic machine
that worked to plot his downfall and Roosevelt’s White House to steadfastly do right by the people of
Illinois.
 
In this first book-length treatment of Horner in over thirty-five years, Masters traces the politician’s career,
the history and politics of Chicago, and the effects of the Great Depression in Illinois. The volume details
Horner’s life as a lawyer, probate judge, and two-term Democratic governor of Illinois. Horner’s
relationships with President Franklin D. Roosevelt and such political players as Michael “Hinky Dink”
Kenna, “Bathhouse” John Coughlin, and Chicago mayors Carter Harrison, Anton Cermak, and Ed Kelly are
set against a backdrop of assassination, political sniping, court-packing schemes, Prohibition, and the New
Deal.
Governor Henry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression examines the governor’s management
of the political and economic challenges of the state when millions of Americans were jobless, homeless, and
hungry. The severely divergent economic and political positions of the state’s northern industrial and
southern agrarian interests made the period even darker. Masters shows how Horner stemmed foreclosures,
dealt with bank closings, placated unpaid teachers, soothed massive labor unrest, fed the hungry, and
confronted the ever-present threat of revolution. While Hitler’s Germany was spreading Nazism throughout
Europe, some Americans were questioning the fundamental order of their own political system, suggesting
that socialism, communism, or Nazism could offer a better way. Masters addresses how Horner, Illinois’ first
Jewish governor, dealt with these challenges to the U.S. political system.
 
A story long absent from the historical record, GovernorHenry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great
Depression offers a portrait of the man, his style of governance, his successes, and his failures. The volume,
with eight illustrations, effectively reevaluates Horner’s historical reputation and role in Illinois politics in
the midst of the worst economic depression in our nation’s history.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Governor
Henry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jake Harris:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Governor Henry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Diane Joiner:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Governor Henry Horner, Chicago
Politics, and the Great Depression can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Odelia Dennis:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Governor Henry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Governor Henry Horner, Chicago Politics, and the Great Depression. You can more inviting than now.
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