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"Post is a pioneer in the field of political-personality profiling. He may be the only psychiatrist who has
specialized in the self-esteem problems of both Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hussein."-The New Yorker
"Policy specialists and academic scholars have long agreed that for U.S. leaders to deal effectively with other
actors in the international arena, they need images of their adversaries. Leaders must try to see events, and,
indeed, their own behavior, from the perspective of opponents. . . . Faulty images are a source of
misperceptions and miscalculations that have often led to major errors in policy, avoidable catastrophes, and
missed opportunities. History supplies all too many examples."-from the ForewordWhat impels leaders to
lead and followers to follow? How did Osama bin Laden, the son of a multibillionaire construction magnate
in Saudi Arabia, become the world's number-one terrorist? What are the psychological foundations of man's
inhumanity to man, ethnic cleansing, and genocide? Jerrold M. Post contends that such questions can be
answered only through an understanding of the psychological foundations of leader personality and political
behavior.Post was founding director of the Center for the Analysis of Personality and Political Behavior for
the CIA. He developed the political personality profiles of Menachem Begin and Anwar Sadat for President
Jimmy Carter's use at the Camp David talks and initiated the U.S. government's research program on the
psychology of political terrorism. He was awarded the Intelligence Medal of Merit in 1979 for his leadership
of the center.In this book, he draws on psychological and personality theories, as well as interviews with
individual terrorists and those who have interacted with particular leaders, to discuss a range of issues: the
effects of illness and age on a leader's political behavior; narcissism and the relationship between followers
and a charismatic leader; the impact of crisis-induced stress on policymakers; the mind of the terrorist, with a
consideration of "killing in the name of God"; and the need for enemies and the rise of ethnic conflict and
terrorism in the post-Cold War environment. The leaders he discusses include Fidel Castro, Osama bin
Laden, Saddam Hussein, Kim Jong Il, and Slobodan Milosevic.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Vickery:

The publication untitled Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political
Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior
(Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Typically the book Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political
Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Laree Drummond:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of
Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory).

Donald Goodman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Leaders and Their Followers in a
Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) e-book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of
Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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