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His haunting, impressionistic study of a man's slow corruption by jealousy, Emile Zola's The Beast Within
(La Bete Humaine) is translated from the French with an introduction and notes by Roger Whitehouse in
Penguin Classics. Roubaud is consumed by a jealous rage when he discovers a sordid secret about his young
wife's past. The only way he can rest is by forcing her to help him murder the man involved, but there is a
witness - Jacques Lantier, a fellow railway employee. Jacques, meanwhile, must contend with his own
terrible impulses, for every time he sees a woman he feels the overwhelming desire to kill. In the company of
Roubaud's wife, Severine, he finds peace briefly, yet his feelings for her soon bring disasterous
consequences. A key work in the Rougon-Macquart cycle, The Beast Within is one of Zola's most dark and
violent works - a tense thriller of political corruption and a graphic exploration of the criminal mind. Roger
Whitehouse's vivid translation is accompanied by an introduction discussing Zola's depiction of the railways,
politics and the legal system and the influence of the studies of criminology and the Jack the Ripper murders
on his novel. This edition also includes a chronology, suggestions for further reading and notes. Emile Zola
(1840-1902) was the leading figure in the French school of naturalistic fiction. His principal work, Les
Rougon-Macquart, is a panorama of mid-19th century French life, in a cycle of 20 novels which Zola wrote
over a period of 22 years, including Au Bonheur des Dames (1883), The Beast Within (1890), Nana (1880),
and The Drinking Den (1877). If you enjoyed The Beast Within, you might like Zola's The Drinking Den,
also available in Penguin Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Beast Within (Penguin Classics) book is readable simply by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with
The Beast Within (Penguin Classics) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking The Beast Within (Penguin Classics) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Doreen Wolf:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled The Beast Within (Penguin Classics) can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Peak:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. The Beast Within (Penguin Classics) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Kim Romero:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Beast Within (Penguin Classics).
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