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In today's courtroom, the jurors evaluate the evidence and pronounce the verdict while the judge has final
authority in interpreting the law—but it was not always so. In colonial America, the jurors enjoyed a much
greater say. Legal historian John Phillip Reid recounts how the judges gained their modern authority in the
early nineteenth century by instituting courtroom practices modeled on the English "common law" judicial
system.

Reid brings this transformation, which in the days of the Early Republic spread throughout the states and
even to the federal courts, down to human scale by focusing on the legal and judicial career of one man:
Jeremiah Smith. First as a U.S. District Attorney, later as the Chief Justice of the New Hampshire Supreme
Court, Smith promoted a series of reforms between 1797 and 1816. Intent upon placing the law in the hands
of professional lawyers, he standardized legal procedures. While Smith made the judge lord of the courtroom
at the expense of the jurors, he simultaneously mandated the publication of judicial reports that, by setting a
series of precedents, served both to enhance the authority of one reading of the law and to impose limits on
subsequent interpretations. As judicial decisions became more uniform, Smith believed, the law itself would
become more certain.

Not everyone supported these reforms, however. Jeffersonians claimed that such measures threatened to take
power from the layman and feared that judges would replace democratically elected legislators as the real
lawmakers. Smith himself proved eager to flex judicial muscle and soon found himself wrestling the state's
governor, William Plumer. Smith's questionable rulings prolonged a trial involving Plumer's brother; and in
1805, when Plumer failed to honor a summons, Smith ordered his arrest. Plumer eventually exacted his
revenge and removed Smith from the chief justice's bench. This conflict between two former friends adds a
human dimension to legal history.

Thanks largely to the reforms introduced by Jeremiah Smith in New Hampshire, by 1830, legal theory, legal
practice, and the law itself were much more uniform throughout the United States than they had been just
twenty-five years before. If the reformers had not, as Reid argues, intended to favor any particular class, they
did prepare the way for the development of a reliable legal system able to serve merchants and capitalists in
the Industrial Age.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Controlling the Law: Legal Politics in Early National New Hampshire your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Controlling the Law: Legal Politics in Early National New
Hampshire giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Raymond Hollander:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Controlling the Law: Legal Politics in Early
National New Hampshire why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Martina Smith:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Controlling the Law: Legal
Politics in Early National New Hampshire which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

James Sanchez:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Controlling the Law: Legal Politics in Early National New
Hampshire. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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