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The delightful tales and quick-witted drawings of Edward Gorey (American, 1925-2000) reflect a special
kind of genius that resides in the effect of what is left unwritten and unseen. In Gorey's vaguely Victorian
world of well-tended gardens and opulent estates, smoke-belching factories and fog-shrouded streets,
nothing seems certain or quite as it should be. Chaos lurks just beneath life's tidy surface, occasionally
erupting in surprising events with unexpected, often horrific consequences. But when tragedy befalls Gorey's
quirky cast of characters--hapless waifs, dusty dowagers, scheming tycoons, and unhinged maidens--
somehow we can't keep from laughing. Far from being morbid, Gorey reminds us to contemplate mortality
with a smile.

In Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey, more than 175 reproductions offer a rich review of his work,
including samples from Gorey's books, illustrations produced for other writers, theatrical sets and costume
designs, and a wealth of individual pieces, many never before published. Sketches, typewritten manuscripts,
doodles, and musings join the generous selection of finished works, which include his trademark finely
detailed ink drawings and watercolors.

The text by Karen Wilkin, an expert on Gorey and a friend of the artist, offers an intimate review of his
career, with insights that provide a fresh understanding of Gorey's life and work.

Published on the occasion of the first major traveling exhibition of Edward Gorey's work, organized by the
Brandywine River Museum, Elegant Enigmas is a long-overdue tribute to a master artist and writer, who
with sharp intellect and devastatingly wry humor created a body of work singular in its brilliance and charm.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

In other case, little people like to read book Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jill White:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
even now thinking Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Peter Mullins:

Precisely why? Because this Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Michael Marchant:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list will be Elegant Enigmas: The Art of Edward Gorey. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.
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