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In the twentieth century, the Mekong Delta has emerged as one of Vietnam's most important economic
regions. Its swamps, marshes, creeks, and canals have played a major role in Vietnam's turbulent past, from
the struggles of colonialism to the Cold War and the present day. Quagmire considers these struggles, their
antecedents, and their legacies through the lens of environmental history.

Beginning with the French conquest in the 1860s and continuing to the American military campaigns of the
1960s and 70s, Biggs shows how engineered transformations of the Mekong Delta landscape figured in the
evolving geopolitics of this region. Quagmire delves beyond common stereotypes to present an intricate, rich
history.

David Biggs is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, Riverside.

"No one before Biggs has focused so intensely on the landscapes and waterscapes in which the Vietnam War
was fought and their relationship to the complex colonial history of transformation that had been occurring
for the century prior to the conflict." -William Cronon

"This brilliantly researched book explains the part that the environment has played in several colonial
schemes in the Mekong Delta and in America's most tragic war there, and how the environmental history of
the Mekong Delta has been part of the process of nation-building in Vietnam." -Mart Stewart, Western
Washington University

"The delta has played a decisive role in the successes and the failures of colonial and post-colonial regimes,
of the American war efforts, and of modernization and development. Biggs's focus on the muddied delta and
its 'quagmire' characteristics that shaped every economic, agriculture, and political project is among the first
of its kind." -Thongchai Winichakul, University of Wisconsin-Madison
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Depew:

The feeling that you get from Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Quagmire:
Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Quagmire: Nation-
Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) instantly.

Charles Settles:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books).

Olivia Cook:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in
the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still skepticism Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Latricia Wynkoop:

The book untitled Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The



book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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