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Death, taxes, and red tape. The inevitable trio no one can escape. That wry sense of reality colors Herbert
Kaufman's classic study of red tape, the bureaucratic phenomenon that all of us have encountered in some
form?from the confounding tax form filled out annually to the maddeningly time-consuming wait at the
driver's license bureau.

The complaints about red tape, Kaufman concedes, are legion. It's messy, it takes too long, it lacks local
knowledge, it is out of date, it makes insane demands, it increases costs, it slows progress. It is, in short, a
burden and many times there is no measurable positive outcome.

Kaufman takes us on an unblinking tour of the dismal landscape of red tape. But he also shows us another
side of red tape, one we often forget. Red tape is how government protects us from tainted food, shoddy
products, and unfair labor practices. It guarantees a social safety net for the elderly, the disabled, children,
veterans, and victims of natural disasters. One person's red tape is another person's protection.

This reissue is a Brookings Classic, a series of republished books for readers to revisit or discover, notable
works by the Brookings Institution Press.
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From reader reviews:

James Pierce:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A
Brookings Classic) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Donald Perkins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and
Abuses (A Brookings Classic) to read.

William McClanahan:

The ability that you get from Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings
Classic) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) instantly.

Scott Smith:

The reason? Because this Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store



hurriedly.
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