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In mid-sixteenth-century England, people were born into authority and responsibility based on their social
status. Thus elite children could designate property or serve in Parliament, while children of the poorer sort
might be forced to sign labor contracts or be hanged for arson or picking pockets. By the late eighteenth
century, however, English and American law began to emphasize contractual relations based on informed
consent rather than on birth status. In By Birth or Consent, Holly Brewer explores how the changing legal
status of children illuminates the struggle over consent and status in England and America. As it emerged
through religious, political, and legal debates, the concept of meaningful consent challenged the older order
of birthright and became central to the development of democratic political theory.

The struggle over meaningful consent had tremendous political and social consequences, affecting the whole
order of society. It granted new powers to fathers and guardians at the same time that it challenged those of
masters and kings. Brewer's analysis reshapes the debate about the origins of modern political ideology and
makes connections between Reformation religious debates, Enlightenment philosophy, and democratic
political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this By Birth or Consent: Children, Law, and the Anglo-American Revolution in
Authority.

James Sanchez:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book By Birth or Consent: Children, Law, and the
Anglo-American Revolution in Authority will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or ideal book with you?

Julia Faulkner:

The guide with title By Birth or Consent: Children, Law, and the Anglo-American Revolution in Authority
has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular
book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Christopher Decker:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book By Birth or Consent: Children, Law, and the
Anglo-American Revolution in Authority it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.
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