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Long before the age of "Big Data" or the rise of today's "self-quantifiers," American capitalism embraced
"risk"--and proceeded to number our days. Life insurers led the way, developing numerical practices for
measuring individuals and groups, predicting their fates, and intervening in their futures. Emanating from the
gilded boardrooms of Lower Manhattan and making their way into drawing rooms and tenement apartments
across the nation, these practices soon came to change the futures they purported to divine.

How Our Days Became Numbered tells a story of corporate culture remaking American culture--a story of
intellectuals and professionals in and around insurance companies who reimagined Americans' lives through
numbers and taught ordinary Americans to do the same. Making individuals statistical did not happen easily.
Legislative battles raged over the propriety of discriminating by race or of smoothing away the effects of
capitalism's fluctuations on individuals. Meanwhile, debates within companies set doctors against actuaries
and agents, resulting in elaborate, secretive systems of surveillance and calculation.

Dan Bouk reveals how, in a little over half a century, insurers laid the groundwork for the much-quantified,
risk-infused world that we live in today. To understand how the financial world shapes modern bodies, how
risk assessments can perpetuate inequalities of race or sex, and how the quantification and claims of risk on
each of us continue to grow, we must take seriously the history of those who view our lives as a series of
probabilities to be managed.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled How Our
Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical
Individual giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Grace Robinson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Crystal Freeman:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This How Our Days Became
Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nicholas Thiede:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical
Individual can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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