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Howard Fast, one of the most prolific American writers of the 20th century, has enjoyed wide popularity for
his writing and suffered from great notoriety for his politics, but has never been given full credit for his
contribution to the essential tales of American culture, the American Revolution, and immigrant
acculturation. Although his novels have sold close to eighty million copies, this is the first book-length
critical study of his work. In addition to an overview of his fiction, it offers close, critical readings of his
historical novels of the American Revolution, Citizen Tom Paine, April Morning, and his most recent, Seven
Days in June, his novels about slavery, Freedom Road and Spartacus, and his popular series about the
American experience, The Immigrants. A biographical chapter is partly based on an extensive interview
granted by Fast exclusively for this book. A comprehensive bibliography completes the work.

This critical study begins with a biographical chapter that links life and works, showing how Fast transmuted
his experience into fiction. Macdonald asserts that for all Fast's notoriety as a Communist in the 1940s and
1950s, his works show him to be deeply committed to the principles that inspired the American Revolution.
A chapter on literary background discusses all of Fast's major works and most of his minor ones, placing the
historical novels into literary context and the other works into their genre traditions. The remaining six
chapters focus on his most important individual novels. Each novel is analyzed for plot structure,
characterization, and thematic elements. In addition, Macdonald defines and applies alternative critical
perspectives from which to read each novel. A genealogy table for The Immigrants series, and a complete,
up-to-date bibliography of all of Fast's nearly one hundred published works, as well as selected reviews and
background reading, make this study invaluable for research and critical understanding. This study of Fast's
classic works of historical fiction will aid the student and support the interdisciplinary American
history/literature curriculum.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Howard Fast: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Eric Beckman:

Howard Fast: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Howard Fast: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.

Donna Davis:

This Howard Fast: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is fresh
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Howard Fast: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along
with knowledge.

Vincent Mickens:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Howard Fast: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) or others sources were given knowledge for you.



After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Howard Fast: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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