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The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Beloved and Jazz now gives us a learned, stylish, and immensely
persuasive work of literary criticism that promises to change the way we read American literature even as it
opens a new chapter in the American dialogue on race.

Toni Morrison's brilliant discussions of the "Africanist" presence in the fiction of Poe, Melville, Cather, and
Hemingway leads to a dramatic reappraisal of the essential characteristics of our literary tradition. She shows
how much the themes of freedom and individualism, manhood and innocence, depended on the existence of
a black population that was manifestly unfree--and that came to serve white authors as embodiments of their
own fears and desires.

Written with the artistic vision that has earned Toni Morrison a pre-eminent place in modern letters, Playing
in the Dark will be avidly read by Morrison admirers as well as by students, critics, and scholars of
American literature.

"By going for the American literary jugular...she places her arguments...at the very heart of contemporary
public conversation about what it is to be authentically and originally American. [She] boldly...reimagines
and remaps the possibility of America."
--Chicago Tribune

"Toni Morrison is the closest thing the country has to a national writer."
The New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Richards:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and
the Literary Imagination will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Courtney Cook:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the
Literary Imagination book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

George Rodriguez:

This Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Playing in the Dark:
Whiteness and the Literary Imagination can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Charles Shin:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination can make
you feel more interested to read.
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