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In Self-Made Men, Henry Rubin explores the production of male identities in the lives of twenty-two FTM
transsexuals--people who have changed their sex from female to male. The author relates the compelling
personal narratives of his subjects to the historical emergence of FTM as an identity category.

In the interviews that form the heart of the book, the FTMs speak about their struggles to define themselves
and their diverse experiences, from the pressures of gender conformity in adolescence to being mistaken for
"butch lesbians," from hormone treatments and surgeries to relationships with families, partners, and
acquaintances. Their stories of feeling betrayed by their bodies and of undergoing a "second puberty" are
vivid and thought-provoking. Throughout the interviews, the subjects' claims to having "core male identities"
are remarkably consistent and thus challenge anti-essentialist assumptions in current theories of gender,
embodiment, and identity.

Rubin uses two key methods to analyze and interpret his findings. Adapting Foucault's notions of genealogy,
he highlights the social construction of gender categories and identities. His account of the history of
endocrinology and medical technologies for transforming bodies demonstrates that the "family resemblance"
between transsexuals and intersexuals was a necessary postulate for medical intervention into the lives of the
emerging FTMs. The book also explores the historical emergence of the category of FTM transsexual as
distinguished from the category of lesbian woman and the resultant "border disputes" over identity between
the two groups. Rubin complements this approach with phenomenological concepts that stress the
importance of lived experience and the individual's capacity for knowledge and action.

An important contribution to several fields, including sociology of the body, gender and masculinity, human
development, and the history of science, Self-Made Me will be of interest to anyone who has seriously
pondered what it means to be a man and how men become men.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment
among Transsexual Men, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Mary Bingham:

This Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

John Harrison:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men will give you new experience in reading
a book.

Clemencia Torres:

This Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men is completely new way for you who
has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Self-Made Men: Identity and Embodiment among Transsexual Men can be the light food in your case
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in



publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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