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A universally recognized icon, the Statue of Liberty is perhaps the most beloved of all American symbols.
Yet no one living in 1885, when the crated monument arrived in New York Harbor, could have foreseen the
central place the Statue of Liberty would come to occupy in the American imagination. With the particular
insights of a cultural historian and scholar of French history, Edward Berenson tells the little-known stories
of the statue’s improbable beginnings, transatlantic connections, and the changing meanings it has held for
each successive American generation.

Berenson begins with the French intellectuals who decided for their own domestic political reasons to pay
monumental tribute to American liberty. Without any official backing, they designed the statue, announced
the gift, and determined where it should go. The initial American response, not surprisingly, was less than
enthusiastic, and the project had to overcome countless difficulties before the statue was at last unveiled to
the public in New York Harbor in 1886. The trials of its inception and construction, however, are only half
of the story. Berenson shows that the statue’s symbolically indistinct, neoclassical form has allowed
Americans to interpret its meaning in diverse ways: as representing the emancipation of the slaves,
Tocqueville's idea of orderly liberty, opportunity for "huddled masses," and, in the years since 9/11, the
freedom and resilience of New York City and the United States in the face of terror.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story (Icons of America) can be
fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Leonard Vega:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story
(Icons of America), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Mary Lewis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story
(Icons of America) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Statue of Liberty: A
Transatlantic Story (Icons of America).

Candace Hernandez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The
Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story (Icons of America). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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