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Tens of thousands of people were persecuted and put to death as witches between 1400 and 1700 – the great
age of witch hunts. Why did the witch hunts arise, flourish and decline during this period? What purpose did
the persecutions serve? Who was accused, and what was the role of magic in the hunts? This important
reassessment of witch panics and persecutions in Europeand colonial America both challenges and enhances
existing interpretations of the phenomenon. Locating its origins 400 years earlier in the growing perception
of threats to Western Christendom, Robert Thurston outlines the development of a ‘persecuting society’ in
which campaigns against scapegoats such as heretics, Jews, lepers and homosexuals set the scene for the
later witch hunts.

He examines the creation of the witch stereotype and looks at how the early trials and hunts evolved, with
the shift from accusatory to inquisitorial court procedures and reliance upon confessions leading to the
increasing use of torture.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in
Europe and North America has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch
Persecutions in Europe and North America is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North
America. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Shawn Farr:

This The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America are usually
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Witch
Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America can be one of the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Witch Hunts: A
History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe
and North America can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Arlie Carrillo:

Beside this The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch Persecutions in Europe and North America in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Witch Hunts: A History of the Witch
Persecutions in Europe and North America because this book offers for you readable information. Do you



occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!
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