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“We play heavy metal because our lives are heavy metal.”
—Reda Zine, one of the founders of the Moroccan heavy-metal scene

“Music is the weapon of the future.”
—Fela Kuti

An eighteen-year-old Moroccan who loves Black Sabbath. A twenty-two-year-old rapper from the Gaza
Strip. A young Lebanese singer who quotes Bob Marley’s “Redemption Song.” They are as representative of
the world of Islam today as the conservatives and extremists we see every night on the news. Heavy metal,
punk, hip-hop, and reggae are each the music of protest, and in many cases considered immoral in the
Muslim world. This music may also turn out to be the soundtrack of a revolution unfolding across that world.

Why, despite governmental attempts to control and censor them, do these musicians and fans keep playing
and listening? Partly, of course, for the joy of self-expression, but also because, in this region, everything is
political. In Heavy Metal Islam, Mark LeVine explores the influence of Western music on the Middle East
through interviews with musicians and fans, introducing us young Muslims struggling to reconcile their
religion with a passion for music and a desire for change. The result is a revealing tour of contemporary
Islamic culture through the evolving music scene in the Middle East and Northern Africa. Heavy Metal Islam
is a surprising, wildly entertaining foray into a historically authoritarian region where music just might be the
true democratizing force.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Heavy
Metal Islam: Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

David Otten:

The book Heavy Metal Islam: Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Heavy Metal Islam: Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam to be
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book Heavy Metal
Islam: Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Brenda Fairfax:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Heavy Metal Islam:
Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Helen Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Heavy
Metal Islam: Rock, Resistance, and the Struggle for the Soul of Islam is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader erratic experience.
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