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Appalled and paralyzed. Abandoned and betrayed. Cowed and bowed. Thus did Frederick Douglass describe
the North in the wake of the compromise measures of 1850 that seemed to enshrine concessions to slavery
permanently into the American political system. This study discovers in a feature of political anti-slavery
discourse—the condemnation of an enfeebled North—the key to a wide variety of literary works of the
1850s. Both the political discourse and the literature set out to expose the self-chosen degradation of
compromise as a threat at once to the personal foundation of each individual Northerner and to the survival
of the people as an actor in history. The book fills a gap in literary criticism of the period, which has
primarily focused on abolitionist discourse when relating anti-slavery thought to the literature of the decade.
Though it owed a debt to the abolitionists, political anti-slavery discourse took on the more focused mission
of offering a challenge to the people. Would the North submit to the version of self-discipline demanded by
the Slave Power’s Northern minions, or would it tap the energy of the nation’s founding until it embodied
defiance in its very constitution? Would the North remain a type for the future slave empire it could not
prevent, or would it prophesy national freedom in the simple recovery of its own agency? Literary works in
both poetry and prose were well suited to making this political challenge bear its full weight on the
nation—fleshing out the critique through narrative crises that brought home the personal stake each
Northerner held in what George Julian called an exodus from the bondage of compromise. By the end of
1860 this exodus had been completed, and that accomplishment owed much to the massive ten year cultural
project to expose the slavery-accommodating definition of nationality as a threat to the republican selfhood
of each Northerner. Stowe, Whittier, Willis, and Whitman, among others, devoted their literary works to this
project.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Political Antislavery
Discourse and American Literature of the 1850s suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Political Antislavery Discourse and American Literature of the
1850sis one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Richard Burnett:

This Political Antislavery Discourse and American Literature of the 1850s is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this
Political Antislavery Discourse and American Literature of the 1850s can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Marlene Clabaugh:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Political Antislavery Discourse and American
Literature of the 1850s can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Political Antislavery Discourse and
American Literature of the 1850s.

Timothy Quintero:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By book Political Antislavery Discourse and American Literature of the 1850s we can take more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book



that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Political Antislavery
Discourse and American Literature of the 1850s. You can more appealing than now.
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