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The crooner Rudy Vallée's soft, intimate, and sensual vocal delivery simultaneously captivated millions of
adoring fans and drew harsh criticism from those threatened by his sensitive masculinity. Although Vallée
and other crooners reflected the gender fluidity of late-1920s popular culture, their challenge to the
Depression era's more conservative masculine norms led cultural authorities to stigmatize them as gender
and sexual deviants. In Real Men Don't Sing Allison McCracken outlines crooning's history from its origins
in minstrelsy through its development as the microphone sound most associated with white recording artists,
band singers, and radio stars. She charts early crooners’ rise and fall between 1925 and 1934, contrasting
Rudy Vallée with Bing Crosby to demonstrate how attempts to contain crooners created and dictated
standards of white masculinity for male singers. Unlike Vallée, Crosby survived the crooner backlash by
adapting his voice and persona to adhere to white middle-class masculine norms. The effects of these norms
are felt to this day, as critics continue to question the masculinity of youthful, romantic white male singers.
Crooners, McCracken shows, not only were the first pop stars: their short-lived yet massive popularity
fundamentally changed American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring
American Music).

Leo Osborne:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in
American Culture (Refiguring American Music) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

James Kline:

The particular book Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring American Music) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Real Men Don't Sing:
Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring American Music) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Walter Feuerstein:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Real Men Don't Sing: Crooning in American Culture (Refiguring American
Music) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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