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Sexual misconduct of society's leaders, the plight of single mothers, the separation of church and state ? all
are burning issues of the 1990s which sparked outrage and controversy 150 years earlier in The Scarlet
Letter. Now, no study of American history is complete without thorough examination of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's timeless masterpiece. This multidisciplinary study of the novel contains historical documents,
collateral readings, and commentary. In short, it is the ideal companion for students who wish to fully
understand the novel in the context of its time, and to unlock its current relevance. Among the materials are
original 17th-century documents that illuminate Puritan attitudes and bring the Salem witchcraft trials to life,
private journals, historical reports, 19th-century magazine articles, sketches, and newspaper stories. Many of
the documents are available in no other printed form. Not only do these materials provide a taste of 17th-
century Puritan culture, but they also glimpse into Hawthorne's mind as he comes to terms with his witch-
hunting ancestors and his vocation. Most importantly, this casebook contemplates the many issues raised by
The Scarlet Letter which inextricably link the 17th-century Puritans to the 19th century culture of Hawthorne
to the present. Each section of this casebook contains study questions, topic ideas for written or oral
expression, and lists of further readings for examining the issues raised by the novel. Designed as a resource
for students, teachers, and library media specialists, the volume is cloth bound and printed on high quality
acid-free paper, making it an excellent addition to every library collection.

A literary analysis focusing on the issues raised by the novel opens the casebook. In Part Two, the Puritan's
code of crime and punishment and the basic tenets of their belief are analyzed through original 17th-century
diaries, letters, and testimony from the Salem witch trials. Part Three examines the novel's introductory
essay, the autobiographical The Custom House, which finds Hawthorne grappling with the role his ancestors
played in persecuting the Quakers and the Salem witches, as well as his own internal conflict over his
vocation as a fiction writer. The moral attitudes at the time of Hawthorne's controversial work are also
examined through reviews published at the time of publication. Part Four draws connections between two
issues raised by the novel - the unwed mother and the lapsed minister - that remain controversial today and
features recent news articles on these issues. A glossary of terms and a topic and person index complete this
latest addition to Greenwood Press' Literature in Context series.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Robertson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.

Katie Cardiel:

This Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Understanding The
Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and knowledge.

Robert Hatch:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ronald Marinelli:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their



hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can make you experience more interested
to read.
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