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The years since the early music revival gathered momentum in the 1960s and 70s have witnessed many new
developments in the field of pre-Baroque music: some revelatory recordings and concert performances have
opened our ears to a new range of possible sound worlds for music of this period, and scholars have made
discoveries that in many ways challenge the accepted views about this until recently neglected end of the
repertory. Much pre-1600 music, the more so the further we go back in time, sound not only unfamiliar but
also strange to modern ears accustomed to the harmonies and rhythms that later came to dominate the
Western musical tradition. How to account for this strangeness and how to weave it into our own musical
experience are questions that confront us whenever we attempt to draw nearer to the music: its beauty is
readily appreciated, but its meaning is often elusive. David Fallows and Tess Knighton, scholars and critics
in the field of medieval and Renaissance music, invited a number of international researchers and performers
to contribute short essays on some of the most intriguing aspects of the subject. The aim was not so much a
comprehensive reference book, although the Glossary gives brief definitions of terms and composer
biographies, nor a strictly chronological survey, though the Chronology provides an overview of the main
developments of the period, for these basic tools are already available. Rather, the Companion to Medieval
and Renaissance Music, spanning over eight centuries of music-making, hopes to broaden and stimulate the
reader's interest by discussing issues of live debate such as the original context for the music, how it was
composed, and the ways in which it was performed. What was it like to be a composer in the Middle Ages?
Can we appreciate the difference between a good and a bad piece of medieval polyphony? Why did certain
musical genres flourish and others fall into disuse? What can surviving documents or pictures or the musical
manuscripts themselves tell us about how the music was performed, listened to, and appreciated during the
period? The essays consider a wide range of the kind of evidence from which scholars and performers have
to draw their conclusions and make the decisions that affect the ways in which the music can be brought
back to life today.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Bachman:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Companion to Medieval and Renaissance Music
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Frank Godwin:

This book untitled Companion to Medieval and Renaissance Music to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Laura Thibodeau:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Companion to Medieval and Renaissance Music can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

Sylvia Ferland:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Companion to Medieval and Renaissance
Music to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the publication Companion to Medieval and Renaissance Music can to be your brand-new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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