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Familiar landmarks in hundreds of American towns, Carnegie libraries today seem far from controversial. In
Free to All, however, Abigail A. Van Slyck shows that the classical façades and symmetrical plans of these
buildings often mask a complex and contentious history.

"The whole story is told here in this book. Carnegie's wishes, the conflicts among local groups, the
architecture, development of female librarians. It's a rich and marvelous story, lovingly told."—Alicia
Browne, Journal of American Culture

"This well-written and extensively researched work is a welcome addition to the history of architecture,
librarianship, and philanthropy."—Joanne Passet, Journal of American History

"Van Slyck's book is a tremendous contribution for its keenness of scholarship and good writing and also for
its perceptive look at a familiar but misunderstood icon of the American townscape."—Howard Wight
Marshall, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians

"[Van Slyck's] reading of the cultural coding implicit in the architectural design of the library makes a
significant contribution to our understanding of the limitations of the doctrine 'free to all.'"—Virginia
Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

Michael Auten:

The particular book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Gloria Lockwood:

The reason? Because this Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Carol Jackson:

Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Susan Woods:

You may get this Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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