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In this engaging and personal photographic essay Dianne Hagaman presents and interprets fifty-nine
photographs that will interest anyone concerned with how images convey meaning.

A photojournalist bored with the constraints of photographing for a daily newspaper, Hagaman set out to do
a project that would be freer and more complete. She began by photographing alcoholics on the Seattle
streets, went from there to taking pictures in the missions where her subjects seek food and shelter, then
moved on to the churches whose members volunteer to work in the missions.

This in turn led her to consider the nature of religion in America more generally?including the role of the
media, hierarchy, sexism, and evangelism?and to make photographs that embodied her increasingly complex
view of these organizations and activities. As her understanding of her subjects grew more complicated, she
found that she had to change the way she photographed and, more important, her conception of what
constituted a "good photo." The story of this transition, and what she learned along the way, is told in both
her text and her photos.

Dianne Hagaman begins this account of her personal odyssey by describing the practices of contemporary
photojournalism. Then, using photographs from her project, she reveals the process by which she painfully
unlearned all the professional skills that had served her as a journalist but that prevented her full visual
analysis of social reality. She also analyzes her photographs to reveal the compositional and other devices
through which they communicate with viewers

No other book combines such an intimate knowledge of photography with a critical view of the
organizational basis for its practice. Hagaman's detailed analysis of individual pictures and their
interrelationships, combined with her step-by-step account of the creation of a complex photographic essay,
is unique, as is her trenchant critique of contemporary journalism.
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled How I Learned Not to Be a Photojournalist. Try to the actual book How I
Learned Not to Be a Photojournalist as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Herman Ovalle:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication How I Learned Not to Be a
Photojournalist will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with
you?

Roberto Fetter:

Typically the book How I Learned Not to Be a Photojournalist has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

James Boyett:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This How I Learned Not to Be a Photojournalist is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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