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In the 1950s the brethren at the Benedictine Abbey of Saint John the Baptist in Collegeville, Minnesota—the
largest Benedictine abbey in the world—decided to expand their campus, including building a new church.
From a who’s who of architectural stars—such as Walter Gropius, Richard Neutra, Pietro Belluschi, Barry
Byrne, and Eero Saarinen—the Benedictines chose a former member of the Bauhaus, Marcel Breuer. In
collaboration with the monks, this untested religious designer produced a work of modern sculptural concrete
architecture that reenvisioned what a church could be and set a worldwide standard for midcentury religious
design.

Saint John’s Abbey Church documents the dialogue of the design process, as Breuer instructed the monks
about architecture and they in turn guided him and his associates in the construction of a sacred space in the
crucial years of liturgical reform. A reading of letters, drawings, and other archival materials shows how
these conversations gave shape to design elements from the church’s floor plan to the liturgical furnishings,
art, and incomparable stained glass installed within it. The book offers a rare detailed view of how a patron
and architect work together in a successful building campaign—one that, in this case, lasted for two decades
and resulted in designs for twelve buildings, ten of which were completed.

The post–World War II years were critical in the development of religious and architectural experiences in
the United States—experiences that came together in the construction of Saint John’s Abbey and University
Church and that find their full expression in Victoria M. Young’s account of the process. Using the liturgy of
the mid-twentieth century as a cornerstone for understanding the architecture produced to support it, her
book showcases the importance of modernism in the design of sacred space, and of Marcel Breuer’s role in
setting the standard.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Saint John's Abbey Church:
Marcel Breuer and the Creation of a Modern Sacred Space will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suitable book with you?

Allison Devore:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Saint John's Abbey Church: Marcel
Breuer and the Creation of a Modern Sacred Space to read.

Bryan Perry:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Saint John's Abbey Church: Marcel Breuer and the Creation of a Modern Sacred
Space it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Joan Morris:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Saint John's Abbey Church: Marcel
Breuer and the Creation of a Modern Sacred Space to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Saint John's Abbey Church: Marcel Breuer and



the Creation of a Modern Sacred Space can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of this time.
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