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Dramatic and controversial changes in the funding of science over the past two decades, towards its
increasing commercialization, have stimulated a huge literature trying to set out an "economics of science".
Whether broadly in favour or against these changes, the vast majority of these frameworks employ
ahistorical analyses that cannot conceptualise, let alone address, the questions of "why have these changes
occurred?" and "why now?" Nor, therefore, can they offer much insight into the crucial question of future
trends. Given the growing importance of science and innovation in an age of both a globalizing knowledge-
based economy (itself in crisis) and enormous challenges that demand scientific and technological responses,
these are significant gaps in our understanding of important contemporary social processes.

This book argues that the fundamental underlying problem in all cases is the ontological shallowness of these
theories, which can only be remedied by attention to ontological presuppositions. Conversely, a critical
realist approach affords the integration of a realist political economy into the analysis of the economics of
science that does afford explicit attention to these crucial questions; a ‘cultural political economy of research
and innovation’ (CPERI). Accordingly, the book sets out an introduction to the existing literature on the
economics of science together with novel discussion of the field from a critical realist perspective. In arguing
thus across levels of abstraction, however, the book also explores how concerted engagement with
substantive social enquiry and theoretical debate develops and strengthens critical realism as a philosophical
project, rather than simply ‘applying’ it.

While the first of these two volumes argues how mainstream economics is inadequate to the task of an
explanatory and critical ‘economics of science’, the challenge in this second volume is to examine the
strengths and weaknesses of disciplines offering more promising starting points. Two social scientific
disciplines are particularly promising candidates, starting from ‘economy’ or ‘science’, namely heterodox
political economy and science & technology studies respectively. Synthesising these into an ‘economics of
science’, however, still encounters considerable hurdles, in that there remain some fundamental and mutual
philosophical incompatibilities. Formulating an ‘economics of science’ thus demands that both ‘economics’
and ‘science’ be redefined. The book explores how a critical realist approach affords some common ground
upon which this productive synthesis may be pursued, in the form of a cultural political economy of research
and innovation (CPERI).
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Economics of Science: A Critical Realist Overview:
Volume 2: Towards a Synthesis of Political Economy and Science and Technology Studies (Ontological
Explorations).

Shawn Francis:

Why? Because this The Economics of Science: A Critical Realist Overview: Volume 2: Towards a Synthesis
of Political Economy and Science and Technology Studies (Ontological Explorations) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Millard Lopez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Economics of
Science: A Critical Realist Overview: Volume 2: Towards a Synthesis of Political Economy and Science and
Technology Studies (Ontological Explorations) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Royce Woods:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as
of book The Economics of Science: A Critical Realist Overview: Volume 2: Towards a Synthesis of Political
Economy and Science and Technology Studies (Ontological Explorations). You can include your knowledge



by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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