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Many defenders of slavery in Texas, believing it was in harmony with natural law, sanctioned by the Bible,
and the best system for the Negro, maintained that the slaves in Texas were well-treated and happy, but as a
former slave remarked, "Tisn't he who has stood and looked on, that can tell you what slavery is--'tis he who
has endured." From Texas' very beginnings, slavery was a dichotomy entailing divided loyalties.
Slaveowning Stephen F. Austin believed that slavery was an economic necessity for the success of his
colony, but he also believed it was evil and immoral. The institution that led Texas to deny the equality of
men, and which was to lead her into disaster in the Civil War, also enabled Texas to become a major cotton
producer.

Here in The Slave Narratives of Texas are the tales of those who Endured--a collection of the voices of the
ex-slaves themselves, recalling what their lives were like under slavery. Over one hundred former slaves
describe their slave masters, their work, runaway slaves, their recollections of the Civil War, and finally, the
coming of freedom.

The narratives were collected by WPA interviewers in the late 1930s and were subsequently edited and
published in a disturbing but enlightening and readable book that provides a valuable history of the
institution of slavery in Texas. The narratives provide a profoundly moving document which yields great
insight into the full impact of slavery upon human lives.

With meticulous editing of the narratives and an extensive scholarly introduction, Ron Tyler and Lawrence
R. Murphy have provided a valuable history of the institution of slavery in Texas.

Black and white photographs of the narrators, taken by the interviewers, are scattered throughout the book,
allowing the reader a glimpse into the later lives of these elderly ex-slaves.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Slave Narratives of Texas.
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Stephan Partin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Slave Narratives of Texas ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The book The Slave Narratives of Texas is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Slave Narratives of Texas. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

James Robbins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Slave Narratives of
Texas is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Francisco Morgan:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This The Slave Narratives of Texas can give you a lot of pals because
by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Slave Narratives of Texas.
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