
A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the
American Experience (Pivotal Moments in

American History)
Emerson W. Baker

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=019989034X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=019989034X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=019989034X


A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American
Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History)

Emerson W. Baker

A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in
American History) Emerson W. Baker
Beginning in January 1692, Salem Village in colonial Massachusetts witnessed the largest and most lethal
outbreak of witchcraft in early America. Villagers--mainly young women--suffered from unseen torments
that caused them to writhe, shriek, and contort their bodies, complaining of pins stuck into their flesh and of
being haunted by specters. Believing that they suffered from assaults by an invisible spirit, the community
began a hunt to track down those responsible for the demonic work. The resulting Salem Witch Trials,
culminating in the execution of 19 villagers, persists as one of the most mysterious and fascinating events in
American history.

Historians have speculated on a web of possible causes for the witchcraft that stated in Salem and spread
across the region-religious crisis, ergot poisoning, an encephalitis outbreak, frontier war hysteria--but most
agree that there was no single factor. Rather, as Emerson Baker illustrates in this seminal new work, Salem
was "a perfect storm": a unique convergence of conditions and events that produced something extraordinary
throughout New England in 1692 and the following years, and which has haunted us ever since.

Baker shows how a range of factors in the Bay colony in the 1690s, including a new charter and government,
a lethal frontier war, and religious and political conflicts, set the stage for the dramatic events in Salem.
Engaging a range of perspectives, he looks at the key players in the outbreak--the accused witches and the
people they allegedly bewitched, as well as the judges and government officials who prosecuted them--and
wrestles with questions about why the Salem tragedy unfolded as it did, and why it has become an enduring
legacy.

Salem in 1692 was a critical moment for the fading Puritan government of Massachusetts Bay, whose
attempts to suppress the story of the trials and erase them from memory only fueled the popular imagination.
Baker argues that the trials marked a turning point in colonial history from Puritan communalism to Yankee
independence, from faith in collective conscience to skepticism toward moral governance. A brilliantly told
tale, A Storm of Witchcraft also puts Salem's storm into its broader context as a part of the ongoing narrative
of American history and the history of the Atlantic World.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can
do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the
American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) to read.

Diana Rush:

This A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American
History) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific A Storm of Witchcraft: The
Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) without we know teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry A Storm of
Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) can
bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the
American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) having very good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Joseph Yancey:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this A Storm of
Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History).

Cynthia Olson:

Beside this kind of A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments
in American History) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel



like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem
Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!
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