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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Erfurt, course: The American Short Story, language: English, abstract: Can the reader of
“Hills like White Elephants” experience the success of the male character, known as “the American”, or the
triumph of Jig, the female character, at the end of the story?
The argument of the American couple waiting at a junction between Barcelona and Madrid represents the
centre of Ernest Hemingway’s short story. Heming-way published this short story as part of the story
collection “Men without Women” in 1927 (ANONYMOUS, 1996). Therefore, it can be assumed that the
setting of the story is also conceived for the 1920ies.
It is never directly mentioned that both discuss the abortion of their unborn child, although it becomes clear
through implications within the text. Whereas the man tries to convince her in a manipulating manner to
undergo surgery, she dreams of a future with the child (HEMINGWAY, 1956: 249ff). LAMB even states
that: “Much of the conversation is so obscure that on the literal level it can be comprehended only in light of
the entire story” (LAMB, 1996: 469). Sev-eral metaphors, images and other literary devices, such as the
simile being present in the title and in its several repetitions in the story, add to the reader’s perception of the
shown conflict.
Apparently, the male character represents the dominant part in the relationship and the successful one in the
conversation. As the girl states “But I don’t care about me. And I’ll do it and then everything will be fine”
(HEMINGWAY, 1956: 251) after being talked at by her boyfriend, it seems that she gives up and sac-rifices
her wishes. However, scholars discuss whether the American or the girl can force their individual points in
the end. The aim of this research paper is to examine this question. An analysis of the structure of the short
story, the impor-tance of place and positioning as well as the language of both characters will support the
clarification of the hypothesis mentioned above regarding the tri-umph of the man. Nevertheless, there could
be another reading, too. Probably his female counterpart is more influential than it seems to be at first sight.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Vegas:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific An analysis of Ernest
Hemingway's "Hills like White Elephants" to read.

Leigh Brown:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know which one you should start with. This An analysis of Ernest Hemingway's "Hills like White Elephants"
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Dennis Taylor:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this An analysis of Ernest
Hemingway's "Hills like White Elephants" book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David McKenney:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the An analysis of Ernest Hemingway's "Hills like White Elephants" when you desired it?
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