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This volume introduces what has sometimes been called "the third component of western culture". It traces
the historical development of those religious traditions which have rejected a world view based on the
primacy of pure rationality or doctrinal faith, emphasizing instead the importance of inner enlightenment or
gnosis: a revelatory experience which was typically believed to entail an encounter with one's true self as
well as with the ground of being, God. The contributors to this book demonstrate this perspective as
fundamental to a variety of interconnected traditions. In Antiquity, one finds the gnostics and hermetics; in
the Middle Ages several Christian sects. The medieval Cathars can, to a certain extent, be considered part of
the same tradition. Starting with the Italian humanist Renaissance, hermetic philosophy became of central
importance to a new religious synthesis that can be referred to as Western Esotericism". The development of
this tradition is described from Renaissance hermeticists and practitioners of spiritual alchemy to the
emergence of Rosicrucianism and Christian theosophy in the seventeenth century, and from post-
enlightenment aspects of Romanticism and occultism to the present-day New Age movement.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Gnosis and Hermeticism
from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions). All type of book could you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Koenig:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need that Gnosis and Hermeticism from
Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) to read.

Robert Beaubien:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to
Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Miguel Lynch:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Gnosis and Hermeticism from
Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Gnosis and
Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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