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Since its publication in Japan ten years ago, the Origins of Modern Japanese Literature has become a
landmark book, playing a pivotal role in defining discussions of modernity in that country. Against a history
of relative inattention on the part of Western translators to modern Asian critical theory, this first English
publication is sure to have a profound effect on current cultural criticism in the West. It is both the boldest
critique of modern Japanese literary history to appear in the post-war era and a major theoretical
intervention, which calls into question the idea of modernity that informs Western consciousness.
In a sweeping reinterpretation of nineteenth-and twentieth-century Japanese literature, Karatani Kojin forces
a reconsideration of the very assumptions underlying our concepts of modernity. In his analysis, such
familiar terms as origin, modern, literature, and the state reveal themselves to be ideological constructs.
Karatani weaves many separate strands into an argument that exposes what has been hidden in both Japanese
and Western accounts of the development of modern culture. Among these strands are: the "discovery" of
landscape in painting and literature and its relation to the inwardness of individual consciousness; the similar
"discovery" in Japanese drama of the naked face as another kind of landscape produced by interiority; the
challenge to the dominance of Chinese characters in writing; the emergence of confessional literature as an
outgrowth of the repression of sexuality and the body; the conversion of the samurai class to Christianity; the
mythologizing of tuberculosis, cancer, and illness in general as a producer of meaning; and the "discovery"
of "the child" as an independent category of human being.
A work that will be important beyond the confines of literary studies, Karatani's analysis challenges basic
Western presumptions of theoretical centrality and originality and disturbs the binary opposition of the
"West" to its so-called "other." Origins of Modern Japanese Literature should be read by all those with an
interest in the development of cultural concepts and in the interrelating factors that have determined
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Origins of Modern Japanese
Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Ann Potter:

The publication with title Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) has a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

John Ray:

This Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Origins of Modern
Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

John Razo:

You may get this Origins of Modern Japanese Literature (Post-Contemporary Interventions) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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