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Contemporary Research on crime, prisons, and social control has largely ignored women. Partial Justice, the
only full-scale study of the origins and development of women’s prisons in the United States, traces their
evolution from the late eighteenth century to the present day. It shows that the character of penal treatment
was involved in the very definition of womanhood for incarcerated women, a definition that varied by race
and social class.

Rafter traces the evolution of women’s prisons, showing that it followed two markedly different models.
Custodial institutions for women literally grew out of men’s penitentiaries, starting from a separate room for
women. Eventually women were housed in their own separate facilities–a development that ironically
inaugurated a continuing history of inmate neglect. Then, later in the nineteenth century, women convicted
of milder offenses, such as morals charges, were placed into a new kind of institution. The reformatory was a
result of middle-class reform movements, and it attempted to rehabilitate to a degree unknown in men’s
prisons. Tracing regional and racial variations in these two branches of institutions over time, Rafter finds
that the criminal justice system has historically meted out partial justice to female inmates. Women have
benefited in neither case.

Partial Justice draws in first-hand accounts, legislative documents, reports by investigatory commissions,
and most importantly, the records of over 4,600 female prisoners taken from the original registers of five
institutions. This second edition includes two new chapters that bring the story into the present day and
discusses measures now being used to challenge the partial justice women have historically experienced.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Partial Justice: Women, Prisons, and Social
Control is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

David Crockett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now
could be taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are
convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be
huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Partial Justice: Women,
Prisons, and Social Control as your daily resource information.

Alberto Kimble:

The reserve with title Partial Justice: Women, Prisons, and Social Control includes a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Lorraine Michael:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Partial Justice: Women, Prisons, and
Social Control reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Partial Justice: Women,
Prisons, and Social Control as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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