
American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New
Age Religion

Arthur Versluis

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199368139
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199368139
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199368139


American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age
Religion

Arthur Versluis

American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion Arthur Versluis
By the early twenty-first century, a phenomenon that once was inconceivable had become nearly
commonplace in American society: the public spiritual teacher who neither belongs to, nor is authorized by a
major religious tradition. From the Oprah Winfrey-endorsed Eckhart Tolle to figures like Gangaji and
Adhyashanti, there are now countless spiritual teachers who claim and teach variants of instant or immediate
enlightenment.

American Gurus tells the story of how this phenomenon emerged. Through an examination of the broader
literary and religious context of the subject, Arthur Versluis shows that a characteristic feature of the
Western esoteric tradition is the claim that every person can achieve "spontaneous, direct, unmediated
spiritual insight." This claim was articulated with special clarity by the New England Transcendentalists
Bronson Alcott and Ralph Waldo Emerson. Versluis explores Transcendentalism, Walt Whitman, the Beat
movement, Timothy Leary, and the New Age movement to shed light on the emergence of the contemporary
American guru.

This insightful study is the first to show how Asian religions and Western mysticism converged to produce
the phenomenon of "spontaneously enlightened" American gurus.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

Here thing why this American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age
Religion giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is
no book that similar with American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion in e-book can be your choice.

David Ramos:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular American Gurus: From
Transcendentalism to New Age Religion is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Patricia Cockrell:

The publication with title American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Jessica Duncan:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is American Gurus: From Transcendentalism to New Age Religion this book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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