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From the glossy monochrome of the classic Hollywood romance, to the gritty greyscale of the gangster
picture, to film noir’s moody interplay of light and shadow, black-and-white cinematography has been used
to create a remarkably wide array of tones. Yet today, with black-and-white film stock nearly impossible to
find, these cinematographic techniques are virtually extinct, and filmgoers’ appreciation of them is similarly
waning.  
 
Black and White Cinema is the first study to consider the use of black-and-white as an art form in its own
right, providing a comprehensive and global overview of the era when it flourished, from the 1900s to the
1960s. Acclaimed film scholar Wheeler Winston Dixon introduces us to the masters of this art, discussing
the signature styles and technical innovations of award-winning cinematographers like James Wong Howe,
Gregg Toland, Freddie Francis, and Sven Nykvist. Giving us a unique glimpse behind the scenes, Dixon also
reveals the creative teams—from lighting technicians to matte painters—whose work profoundly shaped the
look of black-and-white cinema.  
 
More than just a study of film history, this book is a rallying cry, meant to inspire a love for the artistry of
black-and-white film, so that we might work to preserve this important part of our cinematic heritage.
Lavishly illustrated with more than forty on-the-set stills, Black and White Cinema provides a vivid and
illuminating look at a creatively vital era.
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From reader reviews:

Erik Herrera:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Black and White Cinema: A Short History book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with
Black and White Cinema: A Short History content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So ,
do you continue to thinking Black and White Cinema: A Short History is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Kurt Chapman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Black and White Cinema: A Short History as your daily resource information.

Theodore Mullis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Black and White Cinema: A Short History why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Rosemary Perez:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Black and White Cinema: A Short History. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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