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As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict persists, aspiring peacemakers continue to search for the precise territorial
dividing line that will satisfy both Israeli and Palestinian nationalist demands. The prevailing view assumes
that this struggle is nothing more than a dispute over real estate. Defining Neighbors boldly challenges this
view, shedding new light on how Zionists and Arabs understood each other in the earliest years of Zionist
settlement in Palestine and suggesting that the current singular focus on boundaries misses key elements of
the conflict.

Drawing on archival documents as well as newspapers and other print media from the final decades of
Ottoman rule, Jonathan Gribetz argues that Zionists and Arabs in pre-World War I Palestine and the broader
Middle East did not think of one another or interpret each other's actions primarily in terms of territory or
nationalism. Rather, they tended to view their neighbors in religious terms--as Jews, Christians, or Muslims--
or as members of "scientifically" defined races--Jewish, Arab, Semitic, or otherwise. Gribetz shows how
these communities perceived one another, not as strangers vying for possession of a land that each regarded
as exclusively their own, but rather as deeply familiar, if at times mythologized or distorted, others.
Overturning conventional wisdom about the origins of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Gribetz demonstrates
how the seemingly intractable nationalist contest in Israel and Palestine was, at its start, conceived of in very
different terms.

Courageous and deeply compelling, Defining Neighbors is a landmark book that fundamentally recasts our
understanding of the modern Jewish-Arab encounter and of the Middle East conflict today.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World).

Adam Schneider:

The book Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the
Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) for
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve
Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Arlene Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Defining Neighbors: Religion,
Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jamie Durbin:

This Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-
Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) can be one of



several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Defining Neighbors: Religion, Race, and the Early Zionist-Arab Encounter (Jews, Christians, and Muslims
from the Ancient to the Modern World) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.
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