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This volume studies elections as a core institution of liberal democracy in the context of newly
democratizing countries. Political scientist Staffan I. Lindberg gathers data from every nationally contested
election in Africa from 1989 to 2003, covering 232 elections in 44 countries. He argues that democratizing
nations learn to become democratic through repeated democratic behavior, even if their elections are often
flawed.

Refuting a number of established hypotheses, Lindberg finds no general negative trend in either the
frequency or the quality of African elections. Rather, elections in Africa, based on his findings, are more than
just the goal of a transition toward democracy or merely a formal procedure. The inception of multiparty
elections usually initiates liberalization, and repeated electoral activities create incentives for political actors,
fostering the expansion and deepening of democratic values. In addition to improving the democratic
qualities of political regimes, a sequence of elections tends to expand and solidify de facto civil liberties in
society.

Drawing on a wealth of data, Lindberg makes the case that repetitive elections are an important causal factor
in the development of democracy. He thus extends Rustow's (1970) theory that democratic behavior
produces democratic values.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Democracy and Elections in Africa.

Marie Avis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Democracy and
Elections in Africa? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Edith Ward:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Democracy and Elections in Africa or maybe
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Democracy and Elections in Africa to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.

Allen Yopp:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Democracy and Elections in Africa. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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