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Shell Shock Cinema explores how the classical German cinema of the Weimar Republic was haunted by the
horrors of World War I and the the devastating effects of the nation's defeat. In this exciting new book,
Anton Kaes argues that masterworks such as The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, Nosferatu, The Nibelungen, and
Metropolis, even though they do not depict battle scenes or soldiers in combat, engaged the war and
registered its tragic aftermath. These films reveal a wounded nation in post-traumatic shock, reeling from a
devastating defeat that it never officially acknowledged, let alone accepted.

Kaes uses the term "shell shock"--coined during World War I to describe soldiers suffering from nervous
breakdowns--as a metaphor for the psychological wounds that found expression in Weimar cinema.
Directors like Robert Wiene, F. W. Murnau, and Fritz Lang portrayed paranoia, panic, and fear of invasion in
films peopled with serial killers, mad scientists, and troubled young men. Combining original close textual
analysis with extensive archival research, Kaes shows how this post-traumatic cinema of shell shock
transformed extreme psychological states into visual expression; how it pushed the limits of cinematic
representation with its fragmented story lines, distorted perspectives, and stark lighting; and how it helped
create a modernist film language that anticipated film noir and remains incredibly influential today.

A compelling contribution to the cultural history of trauma, Shell Shock Cinema exposes how German film
gave expression to the loss and acute grief that lay behind Weimar's sleek façade.
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From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of
War. Try to stumble through book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Jason Faria:

This Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War usually are reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and
the Wounds of War can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Amy Gutierrez:

Often the book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture
and the Wounds of War is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joshua Hsu:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War can be
fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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