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Harryette Mullen's fifth poetry collection, Sleeping with the Dictionary, is the abecedarian offspring of her
collaboration with two of the poet's most seductive writing partners, Roget's Thesaurus and The American
Heritage Dictionary. In her ménage à trois with these faithful companions, the poet is aware that while Roget
seems obsessed with categories and hierarchies, the American Heritage, whatever its faults, was compiled
with the assistance of a democratic usage panel that included black poets Langston Hughes and Arna
Bontemps, as well as feminist author and editor Gloria Steinem. With its arbitrary yet determinant
alphabetical arrangement, its gleeful pursuit of the ludic pleasure of word games (acrostic, anagram,
homophone, parody, pun), as well as its reflections on the politics of language and dialect, Mullen's work is
serious play. A number of the poems are inspired or influenced by a technique of the international literary
avant-garde group Oulipo, a dictionary game called S+7 or N+7. This method of textual transformation--
which is used to compose nonsensical travesties reminiscent of Lewis Carroll's "Jabberwocky"--also creates
a kind of automatic poetic discourse.

Mullen's parodies reconceive the African American's relation to the English language and Anglophone
writing, through textual reproduction, recombining the genetic structure of texts from the Shakespearean
sonnet and the fairy tale to airline safety instructions and unsolicited mail. The poet admits to being "licked
all over by the English tongue," and the title of this book may remind readers that an intimate partner who
also gives language lessons is called, euphemistically, a "pillow dictionary."
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From reader reviews:

Odessa Currie:

In other case, little folks like to read book Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California Poetry). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California Poetry). You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joyce McDonald:

The publication untitled Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California Poetry) is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California Poetry) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jorge Raines:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California
Poetry) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Sleeping with the Dictionary (New California Poetry) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.

Larry Tatro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Sleeping with the
Dictionary (New California Poetry).
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